Gérard Hendriks

THE SCHAFBERGBAHN

A narrow gauge rack railway in HO scale

Continuing the account of the innovative model of this Austrian mountain line, featuring
stock from one of that country’s specialist suppliers, which began in our July edition.

Painting houses
I knew that for a whole town district quite a
few houses will be need and kits are
expensive nowadays. Over the years [ |
been collecting structure unf
not enough of them were reall g
lowing the instructions, I Poul‘i ‘m*" assem-
bled them in one &
can often buy alread _'xum hcu*~
ly secondhand, at a fraction of the new
The disadvant: ige 1s that these
meet the standards which [
they must be adapted. I do this m
repainting them in matt colours
to work as follows

1. I always remove the roo
paint these separately in my chosen colours
[ can also deal with the walls
especially the insides

2. Then I see if any parts are
badly glued so that I can also
aind paint them separately

3. From the loose
first paint the deeper
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I can then

more easily

detached or

remove

-set parts and fir

orders. Take care that t
me together in a seam
/s leave the window
ames) because you
thout getting paint on
painting I glue the houses
ive everything a wastl
inother dark
i1s that inaccurate edges
will be Dull': d str xlflh

Below: a view of the station area. A narrow
gauge loco brings goods for transhipment.

The station

mall station building (Rothausen) is by
all the parts were still on the
erpainted them in mainly brown
‘,md I‘ne roof in light blue. The whole
ved a wash of black. After
station building was assembled
ding to the instructions. I accentuated
imberi f the walls by applying
yn by dry brushing. Also the win-
> dirtied by this method and the
nodel took on a natural appearance
> baggage depot doors are fixed slightly
and between them is placed a Preiser
who has just begun to open them

Bridge

The bridge is a splendid model from
Bochman & Kochendorfer that in my opinion
was a worthwhile acquisition and an eye-
er on any layout

stalling a bridge, ensure that it can
be removed, so that one can easily
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Tunnel portals and retaining walls
The tunnel portals are pl 0
scale portal from Noc

able for narrow gauge; because the ston

()
7

very coarse for N it does not look too small
when used in HO. [ painted the po 1
wet with g and blue/grey. A
finishes th@m off

The retaining walls are arches from
made in the same manner as the tun

Roads
The brick roads are from ‘.‘.'1-’—1'

and I cut off m= mould Sll'i—llg;”' on one si
This true edje then conne

squarely e
The casting > In
just as the plaster h(ur:ien‘:'x This 1£mCJ
allows the road surface to take up a cun
and irregular shape like those in the moun-
tains. When the road was finished I painted
the castings grey and after that applied muc}“
thinned black so that the joints became
er. In some pl es | removed a |
ter so that the surface was not lev .
was then filled up with Woodland Scenics

ballast so that it resembled a section of
repaired road

Backscene

The backscene was painted by Len de Vries

Hardboard was chosen as the backscene has
to curve round. The method can
marised ac follows

Step 1. The shiny side of
palmed b]u-:-. with a roller
matchec photographs
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of well-thinned green, dark

out a little and

1e branches were
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Track and rolling stock

The rack loco by Gerard runs without any
trouble if it is realised that track and rack must
be kept very clean. Note above all that dur-
ing ballast laying the PVA glue must not get
between the teeth or it will lift the loco wheels
off the rails. Scenic foliage material also gets
onto the track and then between the gear
wheels, which consequently lose their grip
on the rack. In order to prevent this happen-
ing at exhibitions, I have to clean the toothed
wheels regularly and carefully with the point
of a toothpick. Running rails can best be kept
clean with petrol and the rack with a small
steel brush, though care is needed. Further, it
must be ensured that the working parts
worm wheel, and motor are well lubricated
with an acid-free olil
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It seems that the suggested minimum track
radius (30cm) is too small and it is better to
keep to around 50cm. Ensure also that track
is never laid in a S-bend and that a minimum
straight section of 15cm is inserted between
two curves

From experience it seems to be pretty dif-
ficult to order anything from Gerard after ini-
tial purchase: delivery times reckoned In
months were not uncommon. My advice is to
buy everything that you think you will need
with your first purchase, in order to avoid
later disappointment

(Editor's note: we understand Gerard
equipment can be obtained through Winco.)

Opposite page, top: the loco passes a grade
crossing. The road surface is made up of plas-
ter castings as described in the text.

Opposite page, bottom: the spruces are made
from steel wire with suitable twigs from real
conifers added. The branches are preserved
with glycerine and water (mixed 1:4).

Above: a view of the central scene. In the fore-
ground is a waterfall with a small lake where
swimmers are sunbathing, and in the back-
ground is the glen.

Above left: the loco is prepared for another
day’s mountain-climbing. (Photo: author).

Left: the water tank is replica of one on the
Schneeberg, in the district of Wien. The goods
cableway supplies the hotel where weary hik-
ers can find rest. The toolshed is from
Woodland Scenics.

Photographs by the Peco Studio.
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